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results may be expected. If the treatment is so long delayed that the udder is abscessed or green, it may require lancing or even complete removal. This is seldom done because the chances for recovery are slight.
Pre-lambing paralysis
This is sometimes called bred-ewe disease, and is more frequent on the farm than on the range. The farm flock is more likely to be over-fed with little or no exercise, while the range flock usually has sufficient exercise. As the name would indicate, this disease affects ewes just before they are due to lamb and appears in the form of a paralysis.
The exact cause is unknown, but it is thought to be induced by the use of too much concentrated feeds, together with lack of sufficient exercise to throw off the poisonous waste products of the body.
The symptoms shown by the sick ewe vary somewhat, some being unconscious when found, while others may die in convulsions. If the disease moves more slowly the animal may appear weak, stagger, and lose its appetite. This is followed by dullness and finally complete paralysis with or without muscular spasms. A dark-colored discharge is often observed from the vagina. If the ewe should lamb very early in the attack, she may recover naturally, otherwise the lambs may be born dead, the ewe dying shortly afterward.
Treatment is simple and not especially good, but may be tried if the animal is not too near death; administer a 5- or 6-ounce dose of Epsom salts, followed by a pint or two of strong black coffee.
Prevention is far better than the treatment of pre-lamb-ing paralysis, but unfortunately this is often neglected. The pregnant ewes should be fed as directed in the first part of this chapter and forced to exercise each day. This is very important as lambing time draws near. The exercise gained